
Atlantic Pollination - Eastleigh

Transporting equipment and traveling between bee 
hives with a RIDES e-cargo bike.

Atlantic Pollination is a company that studies the effects of 

different stresses in the environment on honeybees, bumble 

bees and solitary bees. The research is carried out at different 

hive locations in the Eastleigh/Chandlers Ford area. The current 

research is looking at the impact of a combination of factors, 

e.g. a pesticide as well as a nutritional stress*.

Matt uses the Tern for his journeys to and from different 

apiaries, typically carrying about 12kg of hive parts, frames, 

feed, water and tools. The longest journey he does is about 22 

miles, which the bike manages with no problems. In total he 

has done 440 miles in the extended 5 month trial and carried 

an estimated total of 300+kg.

*Research funded by the European Union's Horizon 2020 

research and innovation programme under grant agreement 

No 773921.



The advantages of an e-cargo bike over a car 
for local and off road journeys

Most of the journeys that Matt was doing in his car previously 

were 5 to 15 miles each time, and he decided for both 

environmental reasons and expense that it would be much 

better for him to be able to cycle. The trial has enabled him to 

understand what bike would be appropriate for his work. The 

Tern was perfect in terms of size and carrying capacity.

The Tern is much better than the car for the journeys Matt 

makes, with a variety of on- and off-road cycling to reach the 

apiaries. The bike handles rough and wet roads really well, 

making the hard to reach locations easy to access. The bike is 

nimble, good on farm tracks and easy to handle as it rides like a 

conventional bicycle. Matt also likes how riding the Tern still 

enables him to get some exercise into his daily routine.

“The RIDES project enabled me to dispose of the car. The Tern 
fits my load perfectly, I can make nearly all my journeys on the 
bike carrying the equipment I need. ”



And what about after the RIDES trial

Matt is keen to have his own e-cargo bike for the future. It 

will be essential for him to continue to run Atlantic 

Pollination without a car, depending on the research 

contracts they win. He sees using an e-cargo bike as 

sustainable, cost-effective, and fun. SCC will support Matt to 

find an appropriate bike for this work, and suggest local 

suppliers if he so requires.

More positives of the RIDES trial

Matt found using the RIDES bikes really enjoyable and has had a 

lot of interest locally when out and about. When there was a 

problem with the bike, Zedify were over at the house to fix the 

problem in no time.

‘There is a hill between the study site and Eastleigh which I 

could never make up on a push bike, but with the Turbo setting 

on the Tern it’s easy!’


