
Welcome to 

The Clean, 

Green 

Takeaway 

Lunch



Todays’ Theme –

Our Natural Environment
• Green City Highlights from Southampton City Council – Steve Guppy, 

Southampton City Council

• Southampton’s Green Grid – Lindsay McCulloch, Southampton City Council

• Waste of Space – Becky Fisher Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust

• The Green Space Factor Tool – Melanie Robertson, Southampton City Council

• Q&A
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Sustainable Energy & Carbon Reduction

• Clean Growth Fund established

• Investing in energy efficiency, decarbonisation 
and renewables across our property portfolio

• Minimum of £20M to be invested in next 10 years 

• £2.5M of projects to be delivered this year



Clean Air

• Sustainable Delivery Centre in action against 
covid.

• Managing NHS PPE from 

multiple suppliers and reducing 

journeys in the city



Sustainable Travel

Delivering St Denys Active Travel Zone



Resources, Waste & Water Management 

Working with Southern 
Water to promote water 
efficiency in the city.



Our Natural Environment

530+ trees and 7 new meadows  planted



Southampton’s Green Grid

Lindsay McCulloch

Technical Team Leader – Engagement and Ecology



A few terms
Biodiversity is the 

variety of life.

Ecosystems - ‘‘a set of 
interacting species and 

their local, non-biological 
environment functioning 
together to sustain life’’ 

Urban 
ecosystems are 
often described 

as Green 
infrastructure 

Ecosystem Services are the 
benefits people obtain 

from nature



What is a Green Grid?

• An inter-connected 
network of 
ecosystems.



Why do we need one?
• Ecosystems provide 

important benefits to 
people.

• Like other infrastructure 
ecosystems are most 
effective and resilient when 
connected together.



What will it include?
• Core areas – parks and green space – 1100ha;

• Connected by – street trees, railway embankments 
highway verges and gardens; 

• With islands of – allotments, playing fields and green 
roofs; 

• Linking to – surrounding countryside.



How is it being developed?
• Consultants producing 

draft mapping 

• Public consultation 

• Final maps

• January – May

• June - November

• December



What will the end result be?

• Green Grid map

• A report

• Action plan

• Planning policy



Can I get involved?

Yes
• Let us know:

– Your thoughts on the map;

– Your ideas for the action plan;

– How much protection the Green Grid should 
receive;

– Volunteer to help deliver the action plan.



Any questions?

• Contact details:

– Lindsay.mcculloch@Southampton.gov.uk

mailto:Lindsay.mcculloch@Southampton.gov.uk




Why?

• Time spent in nature can improve mood, reduce anger and reduce fatigue
• Access to nature can create a sustained increase in health & happiness- even after the 

time in nature has stopped

• BUT....
• Cities are associated with higher rates of most mental health problems
• A recent Friends of the Earth report found that residents in 14 out of 

32 Southampton neighbourhoods must walk further than 5 minutes to 
access greenspace.



From this… to this…



Phase 1: Identify your local waste of space

https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/map-waste-space
https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/identify-your-local-
wasteofspace

https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/map-waste-space
https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/identify-your-local-wasteofspace


Phase 1: Social campaign



Phase 2: Action through Wilder Communities







Green Space Factor 

Melanie Robertson – Sustainable 
Development Officer 



Green Space Factor (GSF)

• Tool for assigning value to elements of the 
urban environment in terms of the 
ecosystem services they provide.

• Ecosystems services could include: 

Biodiversity
Water attenuation
Thermal regulation 

Air Quality improvement 
Amenity & wellbeing 

• Surfaces are scored from 0 to 1, where 
impermeable surfaces are scored as 0 and 
surfaces with the highest green space factor 
(e.g. woodland) are scored at 1.



Southampton’s approach 
• SCC took part in the GRaBS

project from which the GSF 
tool was developed further 
specifically for Southampton. 

• Amalgamation of Berlin, 
Malmo, and Northwest 
methods 



Local Planning Requirements 

• City Centre Action Plan policy requires new 
developments in the City Centre to result in 
an improvement of the GSF.

• After a bit of trial and error of what is 
feasible but challenging, this is currently set 
at 0.1. 

• We want to expand this to the whole city as 
the new Local Plan is developed.









 



• Southampton is the first 
UK city to adopt the GSF, 
London now adopting 
the ‘Urban Greening 
Factor’



“It is intended to encourage dialogue and 
collaboration between different 
stakeholders to come up with the best 
solution for the space. It was designed 
deliberately to be a little bit loose. My 
biggest fear, what I wanted to avoid doing, 
is it being prescriptive.”

• Recording values for greenery, “as if in a 
spreadsheet” is only useful if someone at 
the council can still scrutinise a planning 
application and make sense of what these 
numbers might mean.

• Also relying on a combination of 
complementary planning policies, 
participatory design processes, and 
ecological input.

“For all the benefits of these tools – and they 
are tools – they are not necessarily the final 
answer. Having informed ecological expertise is 
still critical.”

Supplementary policy



Q&A


