
  

Virtual Travel Plan Network Meeting 

 

 

Date: Thursday 25th June 2020 Time: 09:30-12:00 

Location: Online-Zoom 

Chair: James Cleeton, Sustrans 

Minutes: Andy Whincup, My Journey Team 

 Please contact Andy Whincup to amend any information within these minutes  

andy.whincup@sustrans.org.uk  

Please also send feedback on format and content, and what you would like to see / hear about 

next time to  

Thank you. 

 

 Agenda item 
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Welcome 

James Cleeton: Director, Sustrans England South 

James welcomed everyone. 

He highlighted how this is an unprecedented time, where things are changing and the prior 

state of affairs is unpalatable to many people. 

It is also a crossroads where we can choose to go back to how things were or take a 

different path. 
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Transport Quiz 

Natalie Martin: Workplace Officer, My Journey 

Natalie’s quiz drew attention to some lesser-known facts about transport. 

Highlights included how much of the time a car is unused (97%), how big the UK’s verges 

are as big as the Lake District National Park and that most microplastics in the ocean start 

life as car tyres. 

The winners of the quiz were Bakr, Randall and David. If you don’t have your prizes yet, 

please get in touch. 

mailto:andy.whincup@sustrans.org.uk
mailto:andy.whincup@sustrans.org.uk
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Covid-19 and the Green Transport Recovery Plan 

Iain Steane: Transport Policy Team Leader, Southampton City Council 

Iain’s presentation 

Iain introduced the city’s plans to facilitate recovery from the Covid-19 epidemic. 

The primary aims of the plan are to maintain social distancing and advocate active travel. 

These will support economic recovery, safe travel to schools and healthy lifestyles while 

lowering air pollution and giving people space to think about public spaces. 

He highlighted some of the interventions that have happened already (see the presentation 

for details), particularly those for social distancing and active travel. 

A question was asked about consultation on the schemes: 

Southampton City Council is following guidance issued by the Department for Transport, 

which has directed Local Authorities to use temporary or experimental traffic regulation 

orders to put these measures in place. These allow councils to install facilities without 

consultation and to monitor their impact before making more permanent decisions. 

The St Denys Active Travel Zone consultation took place in autumn 2019. 

Up to date information on the Green Transport Recovery Plan can be found here. 

If you wish to officially comment on or object to us about the changes please do so in writing 

to mailto:traffic.orders.legal@southampton.gov.uk. Any general feedback on the individual 

schemes is also welcomed at Sustrans’ Space to Move website. 

Covid-19 Recovery in Hampshire 

Megan Streb: Partnership Manager, Sustrans England South 

Megan explained what is happening in Hampshire, full information can be found here. There 

are schemes across the county to reallocate space to enable social distancing, all of which 

are listed on the website. 

She drew attention to the Hampshire Covid Travel Map on Commonplace where people can 

comment on things that they think are necessary and support other comments they agree 

on. The best way to increase the chances of something happening is to vote for it on the 

map. 

There is a separate Southampton map. This is the place to comment on Southampton 

issues.  
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Green City Charter 

Steve Guppy: Green City Lead, Southampton City Council 

Steve’s presentation 

Steve talked about how the charter has its origins in a consultation in 2019 that showed 

https://myjourneysouthampton.com/media/2443/2020-06-25-green-transport-recovery.pdf
https://transport.southampton.gov.uk/keepactive
https://transport.southampton.gov.uk/keepactive
mailto:traffic.orders.legal@southampton.gov.uk
mailto:traffic.orders.legal@southampton.gov.uk
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/space-to-move
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/space-to-move
https://www.hants.gov.uk/covidtravel
https://www.hants.gov.uk/covidtravel
https://hantscovidtravelmap.commonplace.is/comments
https://hantscovidtravelmap.commonplace.is/comments
https://southamptontravelmap.commonplace.is/comments
https://southamptontravelmap.commonplace.is/comments
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/media/2442/2020-06-25-green-city.pdf
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/media/2442/2020-06-25-green-city.pdf
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there was considerable appetite to make Southampton a cleaner, greener and more 

sustainable city. 

The heart of the charter is a series of pledges from the city council about its role in 

becoming a green city, in five key areas: sustainable energy; clean air; natural environment; 

resources, waste & water management and sustainable travel. 

Another key part of the charter is to invite local businesses to pledge to support the vision. 

More information on the Green City Charter can be found here. 
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Travelling Sustainably out of lockdown (breakout) 

The group went into four breakout rooms to discuss 

• What people’s experience has been 

• What support from employers would be helpful 

• What support from My Journey would be helpful 

Working from home 

Several people said that there had been resistance to working from home by their 

organisation before lockdown. Now that they had been forced to implement it, many of those 

workplaces had found they were able to do much of their work without going into the office. 

Many people felt that lockdown had been a catalyst for change and didn’t want to go back to 

pre-lockdown ways of doing business. 

Public transport 

Some staff park and ride schemes are suspended and, where there are busses to site, there 

is a low level of uptake. 

While service busses are running, social distancing means their capacity is reduced to a fifth 

of normal. New bus lanes appear to be improving punctuality and reliability as well as 

passenger numbers. 

Liftsharing is within guidelines, but always with the same person and decontaminate 

afterwards. 

Communication 

There was a feeling that people are communicating more now than before lockdown, but it 

is mostly via video meetings or calls. 

With the amount of communication people were wary of adding to it with transport comms 

for fear of distracting people. 

https://www.southampton.gov.uk/environmental-issues/pollution/green-city/green-city-charter.aspx
https://www.southampton.gov.uk/environmental-issues/pollution/green-city/green-city-charter.aspx
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Active travel 

Travel overall appeared to be down, some people said they were replacing their commutes 

with leisure cycling. One household had reduced cars to pay for cycles for the family. 

Zedify delivery company reported being incredibly busy and the Hub cycle shop’s workshop 

is running at capacity. They’re seeing a lot of bikes being brought out of sheds for the first 

time in years to replace public transport. 

There was concern about social distancing relating to changing and showering, interest in 

promoting active travel as an alternative to public transport. 

Uncertainty is a big deal, employers aren’t sure who is coming back, when they will re-open 

or what the situation is going to be in a few months’ time. 

People asked for clear information about schemes and initiatives they could support. This 

included an up-to-date map of pop up cycle lanes and adverts/copy for offers such as the £5 

bike lock. 

Thanks to everyone for their feedback and suggestions. The team will be looking at these to 

see how we can support our workplaces better. 
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Wellbeing at work at home 

Lynn Murphy: Wellbeing@Work, Southampton City Council 

Lynn delivered a led mindfulness session that left everyone feeling grounded, relaxed and 

calmer. 

Lynn has put some useful information on the council website, which can be accessed here. 
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Making the most of online meeting software 

Andy Whincup: Workplaces Officer, My Journey 

Andy’s presentation 

Andy presented some tips and lessons for how to make the most of digital meeting 

platforms. 

As lockdown progresses, there are fewer features to distinguish the many platforms and 

many employees are limited to the ones their workplace endorses. 

So, tips that work in one platform are often transferable. These included:  

How to make sure that only the people invited to a meeting attend and what to do with 

interlopers. What roles need to be carried out by people for a successful meeting. What 

features can make running a meeting easier. 
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Bike Life 

http://www.southampton.gov.uk/health-social-care/health/workplace-wellbeing-charter/
http://www.southampton.gov.uk/health-social-care/health/workplace-wellbeing-charter/
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/media/2449/2020-06-25-digital-collaboration.pdf
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/media/2449/2020-06-25-digital-collaboration.pdf
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Megan Streb: Partnership Manager, Sustrans England South 

Megan’s presentation 

Megan discussed some of the highlights from the Southampton Bike Life report. The report 

is based on the results of a survey carried out with Southampton residents in 2019. 

61% of residents cycle or would like to. The same number would like to see more 

government spending on cycling. 71% support building more on-road cycle track, even 

where this would mean less room for other traffic. This is more than the total of people who 

cycle or would like to, meaning that many people who have no intention of cycling support 

building more tracks. 

The full report can be found here. 
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My Journey Update 

Leon Girling: Workplaces Officer, My Journey 

Leon and Jo brought everyone up to date on what is happening with My Journey and Love 

to Ride at the moment. 

The My Journey Workplaces page has information on everything that is happening. 

Leon reminded everyone that the latest round of grants are open. New forms and guidance 

can be found here. You can submit your grant application at any point between 25th June 

and 11th September. A second round will take place before Christmas. 

Leon brought everyone’s attention to the range of FREE activities that we are currently 

offering including Bike Dr and cycle confidence sessions. 

Further information regarding Bike Dr and other events can be found here.  

Love to Ride 

Jo Meekley: Love to Ride 

Jo reminded everyone about Love to ride’s Bike Month. For more on Love to Ride in 

Southampton, check out the web page.  

A call for help from the My Journey Workplaces Team 

Could you all please take a few minutes to complete our online Flexible Working 

Questionnaire? This helps us understand how local businesses have adapted during the 

COVID-19 Lockdown. We’d love to hear from you. 
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Next My Journey Workplaces Travel Plan Network event 

Our next Travel Plan Network event will be on Wednesday 9th September. 

https://myjourneysouthampton.com/media/2446/2020-06-bike-life-southampton-presentation.pdf
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/media/2446/2020-06-bike-life-southampton-presentation.pdf
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/bike-life/bike-life-southampton-city-region
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/bike-life/bike-life-southampton-city-region
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/workplaces/
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/workplaces/
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/workplaces/workplace-travel-grant/
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/workplaces/workplace-travel-grant/
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/workplaces/events-and-stalls/
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/workplaces/events-and-stalls/
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/workplaces/love-to-ride-southampton/
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/workplaces/love-to-ride-southampton/
https://etehampshirecc.researchfeedback.net/s.asp?k=159125898688
https://etehampshirecc.researchfeedback.net/s.asp?k=159125898688
https://etehampshirecc.researchfeedback.net/s.asp?k=159125898688
https://etehampshirecc.researchfeedback.net/s.asp?k=159125898688
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This event will be of particular interest to businesses that wish to review their current flow of 

goods to and from their site. Presenters will be providing examples of how businesses can 

become more efficient, saving carbon emissions, money and time. Perhaps invite your 

Operations and Finance Managers to attend? The agenda will available on Eventbrite 

nearer the time. We will also have a link to the event on our Travel Network Page here. 

Thank you very much to all for your participation.   

 

Keeping up to date with our work 

To ensure we keep you fully informed or the teams events, campaigns and other active 

travel related activity and continue to remain GDPR compliant, could you Please sign up to 

receive regular updates from us through our workplace bulletin. 

 

https://myjourneysouthampton.com/workplaces/travel-plan-networks/
https://myjourneysouthampton.com/workplaces/travel-plan-networks/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKSOUTHAMPTON_80
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKSOUTHAMPTON_80
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKSOUTHAMPTON_80
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHAMPTON/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKSOUTHAMPTON_80
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Covid-19 feedback: New cycling infrastructure 

If you haven’t, please could we ask you to provide your feedback regarding the new cycle lanes, 

and other infrastructure, being installed across the city as part of the council’s COVID-19 

response? 

Dale Road, Hill Lane, Portswood Road & Bitterne Road West 

You can formally comment on any of the above changes by writing to: 

Traffic.Orders.Legal@southampton.gov.uk 

The Avenue/Bassett Avenue 

You can share your feedback on these schemes by writing to: roadworks@southampton.gov.uk 

General feedback 

Share your general thoughts on any of the changes at: https://www.sustrans.org.uk/space-to-move 

Finally, to comment on any other changes you would like to see  

In Southampton, please go to: http://southamptontravelmap.commonplace.is 

In Hampshire, please go to: https://hantscovidtravelmap.commonplace.is/ 

 

mailto:Traffic.Orders.Legal@southampton.gov.uk
mailto:Traffic.Orders.Legal@southampton.gov.uk
mailto:roadworks@southampton.gov.uk
mailto:roadworks@southampton.gov.uk
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/space-to-move
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/space-to-move
http://southamptontravelmap.commonplace.is/
http://southamptontravelmap.commonplace.is/
https://hantscovidtravelmap.commonplace.is/
https://hantscovidtravelmap.commonplace.is/

